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1, Command Organization:

. a8, Commanding Officer: Captain William RENTZ, U.S. Navy, was in
command of USS CALIFORNIA (CGN-36) from 1 January 1977 to 31 December
1977,

b. Missions and functions remain as described in 1972 history.

€. The designation of the command remains as decribed in the 1975
history.

d. Command location (homeport) remained Norfolk, Virginia.
2. Summary of Operations:

January 1977

1 - 3 Inport Kalamata, Greece.

On New Year's Day the officers and chiefs of CALIFORNIA played
a softball double header. At Kalamata a group of CALIFORNIA volunteers
worked at the Kalamata Boys Orphanage each day improving the living
conditions. On 2 January Colonel FRANCOJANNIS, Commander Kalamata Army
Base, and his family had lunch with the Commanding Officer and toured the
ship.

4 Operations, Ionian Sea.
5 - O Operations, Tyrrhenian Sea.

While operating with Task Group 60.1 CALIFORNIA participated in warfare
exercises. On 8 and 9 January, CALIFORNIA was involved in a Search and
Rescue (SAR) mission for an A-7 aircraft that never Teturned to USS
NIMITZ (CVN-38); the twenty hours of exhaustive search by Task Group
60.1 were not successful in locating the aircraft.

10 - 16 Inport, La Spezia, Italy.

At La Spezia both CALIFORNIA's basketball and soccer teams played
Army teams at Camp Darby.

17 - 23 Operations Western Mediterranean Basin.

On 18 January CALIFORNIA joined with USS ALBANY (CG-10) and
USS SOUTH CAROLINA (CGN-37) to conduct operations. On 19 January CALIFORNIA
conducted an underway replenishment with USS SAN DIEGO (AFS-6) and
USS SURIBACHI (AE-21). SURIBACHI's after replenishment report is
located in annex 1.

On the evening of 19 January a NIMITZ aircraft crashed into the
sea after the pilot and co-pilot had ejected. CALIFORNIA responded
immediately and positioned for the recovery, arriving on station to assist
NIMITZ helicopters which were tasked to make the recovery. The pilots
were safely retrieved and CALIFORNIA's motor whale boat picked up crash
debris.

Enclosure (1)



During 18 through 22 January CALIFORNIA operated with USS READY (PG 87),
USS ANTELOPE (PG 86), and USS GRAND RAPIDS (PG 100). CALIFORNIA refueled these
Patrol Gunboats frequently using the astern method during the three day
period. - (Annexes 2 and 3},

On 20 through 23 January CALIFORNIA participated in numerous anti-air
warfare exercises. CALIFORNIA refueled with JP-5 from USNS PAWCATUCK
{(former AO 108) during a replenishment on 22 January. Surface gunnery
exercises were also conducted on 22 January. On 23 January a NIMITZ crewmember
was reported overboard. CALIFORNIA's motor whale boat crew was able to rescue
the man in extremely rainy weather, darkness, and high seas. {Annexes 4 and 5.)

24-26 Inport Tangier, Morocco.

On 24 January the American Consul General of Tangier visited the
ship. USS FARRAGUT (DDG 37), CALIFORNIA's relieving ship, arrived
in Tangier on 27 January and a turnover of materials and information took
place. On the evening of 26 January CALIFORNIA's officers were hosted at
a reception by the American Consul General of Tangier.

27-31 Atlantic transit to CONUS.

CALIFORNIA and accompanying units USS MITSCHER (DDG 35), USS BARNEY
{DDG 6}, USS MILWAUKEE (AOR 2), USS JOSEPHUS DANIELS (CG 27) and USS NIMITZ
(CVN 68) conducted many exercises during the Atlantic crossing. These
included tactical maneuvering, anti-air and anti-submarine, electronic
warfare, and communications exercises. Commander's Summary evaluation situation
report and post transit report are included in annexes 6 and 7.

February 1977

1-7 Atlantic transit, enroute Norfolk, Virginia.

During the return voyage to CONUS several congratulatory messages were
received by CALIFORNIA for her excellent performance while deployed (annexes
8, 9, and 10). Gunnery shoots were conducted on 1 and 3 February. CALIFORNIA
satisfactorily completed her Operational Readiness Inspection (ORI) battle
problem on 4 February. During 4 through 6 February CALIFORNIA participated

in several anti-submarine warfare exercises with the USS BILLFISH (SSN 676).

7-28 Inport Norfolk, Virginia.

After a post deployment leave and upkeep period CALIFORNIA underwent an
intermediate maintenance availability (IMAV} with USS PUGET SOUND (AD 38).

March 1977
1-31 Upkeep Norfolk, Virginia,

Visitors to the CALIFORNIA in March included RADM CARTER (NAVSEA 06,
Deputy for Combat Systems), Canadian Forces Command and Staff College students,
and Naval Reserve officers. During the period 11 March to 11 April NTDS
program model 4.0 was installed. On 25 March CALIFORNIA's supply department
successfully completed an annual supply inspection. On 28 March the NTDS
systems Integration Test (SIT) began and continued until 29 May. SIT

2



checked out the NTDS model 4.0 program and ensured proper integration with
CALIFORNIA's combat systems.

CALIFORNIA was the host ship for the Korean ship ROKN TAJON (DD 99)
during the period 25 March to 14 April (annex 11), ROKN TAJON (DD 99) was
formerly USS NEW (DD 818).

April 1977
1-30 Inport Norfolk, Virginia.

The NTDS Systems Integration Test (SIT) continued through April.
CALIFORNIA provided communications services for USS EISENHOWER (CVN 69)
during the period 11 through 21 April. On 29 April a Fast Cruise was
conducted to prepare the crew for the upcoming May underway period.

May 1977
1-3 Inport Norfolk, Virginia., Navy Weapons Assistance Team (NWAT)
visit.
4-5 Enroute Mayport, Florida.
6-8 Inport Mayport, Florida.
9-13 Underway, independent steaming exercises.

The Nuclear Power Mobile Training Team (NPMIT) visited CALIFORNIA
anc conducted engineering inspections and drills during the transit to
Norfolk, Virginia.

14-22 Inport Norfolk, Virginia.

On 18 and 19 May the Navy Technical Proficiency Inspection (NTPI) was
conducted and CALIFORNIA received an excellent score with no major
discrepancies (annex 12). The second annual CALIFORNIA Ball was held on
20 May and proved a very emjoyable time for crewmembers and guests,

23-24 Loadout Yorktown, Virginia,
25-26 Underway, enroute Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico,
27 CALIFORNIA moored at Naval Station Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico,

and a briefing was held on board by personnel from the Atlantic Fleet
Weapons Range.

28 Underway, Atlantic Fleet Weapons Range.

CALIFORNIA qualification in Naval Gunfire Support (NGFS) was completed
at Vieques Island on 28 May and the morning of 29 May (annex 13).

29-30 Inport Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico.
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31 Underway, Atlantic Fleet Weapons Range for MISSILEX.

Two Tartar RIM 24C missiles were fired at drone targets resulting in
one success and one failure due to missile round mal function.

June 1977
1-3 Enroute Norfolk, Virginia,
4-12 Inport Norfolk, Virginia,

On 6 June high winds and thunderstorms passed through Naval Station
Norfolk. Winds in excess of ninety knots parted lines and partially broke
CALTFORNIA loose from her moorings at pier 21. CALIFORNIA was blown against
USS THOMAS C. HART (FF 1092), stern to stern, where she rested until tugs
were available to assist in remooring. Quick action by CALIFORNIA crewmembers
in letting go the anchor prevented considerable damage from occuring (annexes
14 through 19). Repairs were completed piror to getting underway for
Silver Jubilee.

On 7 June a film crew visited and photographed a simulated missile
firing in CALIFORNIA's Combat Information Center which was included in Navy
Recruiting film "A Place For You' (annexes 20 and 21),

On 9 June CALIFORNIA was visited by members of the French Naval War
College and RADM LACOST, FN (annexes 22 through 26).

13-24 Underway for SILVER JUBILEE operations.

On the transit across the Atlantic to northern Europe USS CALIFORNIA
was in company with USS FRANCIS MARION (LPA-249) with COMCARGRU FOUR,
RADM John C. DIXON Jr., embarked; USS CONYNGHAM (DDG-17) with COMDESRON
TWO, CAPT Louis COLBUS embarked; USS JESSE L. BROWN (FF 108S) and USS
JULIUS A FURER (FFG-6).

Burial at sea ceremony for HMI J. E. LARSON, USN (Ret.) was held
on board on 14 June (annex 27).

CALIFORNIA participated in round-the-clock exercises while in company
with Task Group 21.6 which provided crewmembers intensive training in
anti-submarine warfare, air and surface gunnery, replenishment at sea,
tactical maneuvering, and communications. HMCS HURON (DDH-281) joined in the
transit and took part in over 100 task group exercises. HMCS HURON's helo
crossdecked personnel during the transit (annexes 28, 29 and 30).

On 20 June USS BILLFISH (SSN 679) joined the task group and numerous
anti-submarine exercises were conducted through 23 June. During the last two
days of the transit Vulcans, Buccaneers, and Canberras of the Royal Navy
and Royal Air Force made simulated low-level attacks on ships in the task
group.



On 23 June RADM John C. DIXON, Jr., COMCARGRU SIX, shifted his flag at
sea from FRANCIS MARION to CALIFORNIA (annex 31). On 24 June CALIFORNIA
arrived at Portsmouth, England, and fired a 21-gun National Salute which
was returned by Naval Saluting Battery HMS DOLPHIN. Later, CALIFORNIA
saluted CINCFLEET, Sir Henry LEACH, embarked on HMS ARK ROYAL (RO 9).
CALIFORNIA proceeded to anchorage J-3. On the evening of 24 June CALIFORNIA
officers attended a reception ashore for local military and civilian guests,
hosted by the U.S. Navy.

24-28 In port Portsmouth, England.

25 COMCARGRU SIX and the Commanding Officers of USS CALIFORNIA and
USS BILLFISH made a call on CINCFLEET on board IMS ARK ROYAL. In the
afternoon CALIFORNIA hosted visitors from Ships Bath Forward Design
Group (Annex 32).

In the evening Commanding Officer, USS CALIFORNIA, and several other
officers, attended a formal ball on board HMS HERMES (H 12).

26 CALIFORNIA hosted over 200 visitors on 26 Jume. Later, crewmembers
came to the aid of four English nationals whose boat had capsized (annex 33).
During the evening COMCARGRU SIX and Commanding Officer, USS CALIFORNIA,
attended a reception given by CINCFLEET on board HMS ARK ROYAL (RO 9).

27 CINCFLEET, Admiral Sir Henry LEACH, returned calls on COMCARGRU SIX
and the Commanding Officers on board USS CALIFORNIA. Later, RADM HOLSUPH,
Royal Netherlands Navy, called on COMCARGRU SIX and had a luncheon on board.
During the evening COMCARGRU SIX and the Commanding Officer attended a
reception by Her Majesty the Queen on board HMY BRITANNIA.

On 28 June Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II of England, standing on the upper
deck of HMY BRITANNIA, passed in review of the Fleet. As BRITANNIA passed the
CALIFORNIA, 385 Naval Academy and NROTC midshipmen, who were manning the
rail, doffed their caps, waved them high, and gave three cheers for the Queen,
On board CALIFORNIA for the review were numerous guests and members of the press
(annex 34). Messages concerning the Silver Jubilee visit are located in
annexes 35 through 40. Newspaper articles concerning the Silver Jubilee
visit are located in annexes 41 through 44.

29-30 Underway, enroute Rosyth, Scotland

CALIFORNIA commenced participation in Exercise Steady Progress (annexes
45 through 50).

July 1977
i-4 Inport Rosyth, Scotland.

While in port Rosyth many crewmembers journeyed to nearby Edinburgh
(amnex 51). The Commanding Officer inspected and took the review at Saturday



morning "Divisions' at the Royal Navy Engineering School, HMS CALEDONIA, On
the 4th of July, CALIFORNIA fired a 21 gun National Salute in honor of the
201st anniversary of our independence from Great Britain, anchored in the
Firth of Clyde.

5-6 Enroute Oslo, Norway. A 21 gun National Salute was fired and
returned as the ship entered Oslo.

7-8 Inport Oslo, Norway. Messages concerning the visit to Oslo are located
in annexes 52 through 55 and newspaper articles in annexes 56 through 60.

9 Underway enroute SINKEX.

CALIFORNIA proceeded through the English Channel to a position off
the coast of France to conduct a SINKEX. Because of poor weather conditions
the SINKEX was delayed a day and no missile firings were conducted. CALIFORNIA's
5"/54 guns proved highly accurate at close firing range. The target hull
was left a flaming hulk upon completion of CALIFORNIA's firing run on
13 July and sank shortly thereafter (annex 61).

14-30 Upon completion of the SINKEX units of TG 21.6 proceeded across

the Atlantic to CONUS and COMCARGRU FOUR, RADM John C. DIXON Jr., shifted

his flag from CALIFORNIA to FRANCIS MARION (annex 62). Extensive

seamanship and warfare exercises were conducted during the transit., Surface-
to-surface and surface-to-air gunnery exercises were conducted on 14, 15,

18 and 19 July. CALIFORNIA went alongside USS MILWAUKEE (AOR 2) on 14,

16, and 19 July for training and replenishment., A Link 14 test and PASSEX
were completed during the transit (annexes 63, 64 and 65). Messages pertaining
to CALIFORNIA's successful participation in the Silver Jubilee cruise are
located in annexes 66, 67 and 68. Silver Jubilee quicklook reports are
located in annexes 69 and 70. On 21 July CALIFORNIA arrived Norfolk,
Virginia (annex 71).

August 1977
1-22 Inport Norfolk, Virginia.

During the period 1-13 August attempts were made to clean the collection
holding and transfer (CHT) system piping utilizing a water jet. This technique
was supposed to have broken up the scale which had formed inside the piping and
then flush the resultant debris to the sewage tanks where it could be pumped
overboard. The lines were cleaned; however, the debris did not flush to
the tanks causing blockages in the system isolation valves and in the horizontal
Pipe runs above the sewage tanks. The maloperation of the CHT system was
a troublesome experience for the crew of CALIFORNIA.

During the second week of August the USS CALIFORNIA '"Golden Grizzly" softball
team captured the pennant race for warships, but was unable to beat the team
of USS5 MILWAUKEE (AOR 2) in the finals of the CINCLANTFLT Slow Pitch Softball
softball tournament.
6



On 3 and 10 August inport AAW and EW exercises were conducted with other
units inport Norfolk (annex 72).

On 10 August Naval Reserve senior officers toured the ship (annex 73).

On 15 August eighteen senior administration aides to the members of the
U.S. House of Representatives toured the ship (annex 74).

A Fast Cruise was conducted on 19 August to simulate getting underway, to
test equipment, and to station various underway watches.

23-25 Underway enroute Bermuda.

Four Navy Guest Cruise participants (annex 75) and a group of Navy Sea Cadets
made the voyage to Bermuda and return to Norfolk. During the Bermuda transit
preparations were made by the Engineering Department for the Nuclear Power
Mobile Training Team visit. During a solemn ceremony on board the remains of
Mr. Robert W. McDERMOTT were buried at sea on 23 August 1977 {(annex 76).

Prior to arriving in Bermuda CALIFORNIA conducted vertical replenishment
training with helicopters stationed at Naval Air Station Bermuda (annex 77).

26-28 Inport, Bermuda.
29-31 Enroute Norfolk, Virginia.

The Nuclear Power Mobile Training Team (NPMTT) conducted engineering
drills and material inspections during the transit from Bermuda to Norfolk,
Virginia.

September 1977

1 Enroute Norfolk, Virginia,
2-12 Inport Norfolk, Virginia.

On 12 September the Honorable Asao MIHARA, Minister of State for Defense,
Japan Defense Agency, visited the ship accompanied by VADM William L. READ,
COMNAVSURFLANT (annex 78). On the afternoon of 12 September CALIFORNIA got
underway for COMPTUEX 6-77 with COMDESRON TWO TWO embarked.

12-27 Major fleet exercise, COMPTUEX 6-77.

COMPTUEX 6-77 was divided into four distinct phases. During Phase I
(12-17 September) anti-submarine warfare (ASW) operations were conducted in
the Virginia Capes operating area. CALIFORNIA and other TG 21.4 units
conducted ASW exercises with USS NARWHAL (SSN 671). On 14 September COMCRUDESGRU
TWELVE visited CALIFORNIA for approximately 3 hours and then departed by helo
(annex 79). On 16 September CALIFORNIA went alongside USS MILWAUKEE (AOR 2)
for replenishment.



During Phase II (18-22 September) USS CALIFORNIA conducted task group
anti-submarine warfare operations with the HMS HERMES (R 12) in the Jacksonville
operating area. On 18 September CALIFORNIA went alongside MILWAUKEE for
replenishment. On 19 September surface gunnery exercises were conducted.
Anti-submarine warfare operations were conducted with USS MEREDITH (DD 890)
on 20 September. On the morning of 21 September a two day "War at Sea"
group exercise was commenced.

During Phase III of COMPTUEX 6-77 (23-25 September) CALIFORNIA in company
with TG 24.1 transited to the Atlantic Fleet Weapons Range and conducted anti-air
warfare workups. On 23 September CALIFORNIA went alongside MILWAUKEE for
replenishment and training. An ASROC was fired for training on 25 September
and on the morning of 26 September CALIFORNIA arrived at the Atlantic Fleet
Weapons Test Facility Missile Range where a RIMEX simulation was conducted.

Phase IV of COMPTUEX 6-77 (RIMEX) was conducted on 26 and 27 September.
CALIFORNIA fired three Tartar missiles during this phase resulting in one
success, one undetermined, and one failure. On the evening of 27 September,
CALIFORNIA moored at Naval Station Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico.

28-30 On 28 September CALIFORNIA departed Naval Station Roosevelt Roads,

and conducted surface and air gunnery exercises. During the transit back to
Norfolk, the CINCLANTFLT Nuclear Propulsion Examining Board (NPEB) conducted the
annual Operational Reactor Safeguards Examination (ORSE).

October 1977

1 Arrived Norfolk, Virginia.
2-31 Inport Norfolk, Virginia.

The collection holding and transfer (CHT) system modifications were installed
that prevented the "blockages'" which had been experienced in the past six months.

During the period 11-29 October a maintenance availability was conducted
with USS PUGET SOUND.

During October preparations were made for overseas movement, which included
inspections, surveys, and training. Anti-air warfare exercises were conducted
every Wednesday with other U.S. Navy ships inport. CALIFORNIA's Combat Information
Center team participated in anti-submarine training at the Atlantic Fleet
Training facilities.

November 1977

1-13 Inport Norfolk, Virginia

During the period 1-11 November a Combat Systems Readiness Review ({CSRR)
was conducted by a team of representatives from NAVSEACENLANT, NAVSEC, and
MOTU. The CSRR team determined the operational readiness of CALIFORNIA's
weapons systems and corrected material problems (annexes 80 and 81).

On 2 November RADM WALTERS, COMCRUDESGRU EIGHT, visited USS CALIFORNIA.
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On 3 November propulsion plant special physics tests were completed.

COMCARGRU FOUR visited the ship on 8 November. On 9 November a Fast
Cruise was conducted. During the Fast Cruise CALIFORNIA crewmembers simulated
setting various underway watch conditions.

On 10 November RADM WALTERS, COMCRUDESGRU EIGHT, visited the ship and
welcomed aboard 52 NJROTC cadets from Virginia Beach, Virginia, and witnessed
a reenlistment.

14 Underway for Yorktown, Virginia. CALIFORNIA dependents' cruise.
Upon arrival at Naval Weapons Station Yorktown, USS CALIFORNIA completed a
major weapons onload.

15 Underway from Yorktown, Virginia,

COMDESRON TWO TWO, CAPT HORNE, was embarked during the period 15-18 November
(annex 82). Units of CTU 20.4.2 conducted exercises in the VACAPES. These
units included USS SOUTH CAROLINA (CGN 37) and USS RICHARD L. PAGE (FFG 5).

In company with Task Unit 20.4.2, CALIFORNIA conducted anti-air warfare,
communications, and shiphandling exercises. An underway replenishment was
completed with MILWAUKEE on 17 November 1978.

18-29 Inport Norfolk, Virginia.

Preparations were made for overseas movement. On 19 November a CALIFORNIA
dependents' Christmas party was held on board.

30 Enroute Rota, Spain.

VADM William L. READ, COMNAVSURFLANT, visited the ship briefly prior to
her getting underway for deployment. VADM READ highly praised the ship's crew
and commented that it was the first time he has inspected an Honor Guard where
all the pieces operated properly. CALIFORNIA was certified ready for intertype
operations by VADM READ by message to CINCLANTFLT (annex 83).

December 1977

1-10 Enroute Rota, Spain.

In company with CALIFORNIA were USS MANLEY (DD 940), USS SOUTH CAROLINA
(CGN 37), USNS MARIAS, USS RICHARD L. PAGE (FFG 5), USS LAWRENCE (DDG 4) with
COMDESRON TWO TWQO embarked, and USS NIMITZ (CVN 68) with COMCARGRU FOUR embarked.
During the transit many exercises were conducted to further prepare CALIFORNIA
and the other ships of the task group for operations in the Mediterranean. Of
particular significance, CALIFORNIA conducted underway replenishment on 3 and
9 December and leapfrogs on 8 December with USNS MARIAS. CALIFORNIA's post
transit report concerning training completed is contained in annex 84. During
9 through 11 December RMC McCARROLL of the Human Resources Management Center
(HRMC) conducted a survey of the crew.
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11-13 Inport Rota, Spain.

CALIFORNIA completed turnover with the outchopping USS KOELSCH (FF 1049).
While inport Rota many of the ship's crew attended briefings on such topics
as communications, anti-submarine warfare enviromment, and logistics. Several
Spanish naval officers visited CALIFORNIA on 13 December, including the
director of the Spanish Nuclear Energy Agency (amnexes 85 and 86). CALIFORNIA
received thanks from the USS NIMITZ for warm hospitality afforded to the beach
guard and shore patrol teams who had to remain ashore during poor boating
conditions (annexes 87 and 88).

14-22 Underway Western basin of Mediterranean.

Intertype and individual ship training exercises were conducted. On 15
December CALIFORNIA proceeded to the Amphibious Ojective Area off Capo
Teluda, Sardinia. During 15 through 19 December CALIFORNIA participated in
Amphibious Landing Exercise (PHIBLEX) 12A-77. CALIFORNIA provided air
control and conducted Naval gunfire support (NGFS) during the PHIBLEX.

On 18 December CALIFORNIA and USS SYLVANIA (AFS 2) conducted underway
replenishment. Upon completion of the replenishment CALIFORNIA returned to
further participate in PHIBLEX 12A-77 Naval gunfire support (NGFS) exercises.
On 20 December CALIFORNIA participated in anti-submarine warfare exercises
with USS SKIPJACK (SSN 585).

23-31 Inport Gaeta, Italy.

While inport Gaeta, CALIFORNIA's crew had excellent holiday liberty which
was incident free (annex 89). This liberty included visits to Rome and Naples
by many of the crew, COMSIXTHFLT, VADM Harry L. TRAIN visited CALIFORNIA
on 30 December. A safety review standdown was conducted on board on 30 December.

3. Awards. CALIFORNIA won the Overall Battle Efficiency "E" for excellence,

plus eight departmental awards, in 1977. Additionally, CALIFORNIA received
the COMNAVSURFLANT Anti-air Warfare award for 1977 (annex 90).
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